THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

by the Asura Madhu, from whose son, Lavana, it
was taken by Satrughna, brother of Rama.1

Patala was the capital of the territory which
bore the same name, and which, as already noticed,
appears to have been included in the dominions
of Vritra, the great Ahi.

In Patala reigned the royal rishi Kapila
Vasudeva, or Kapila Naga, who destroyed the sons
of Sagara.2 Ikshvaku, too, from whom so many
Solar dynasties claim descent, was a raja of
Patala.3

As Sakya Buddha was of Solar race, and a de-
scendant of Ikshvaku, Buddhist authorities were
much interested in these dynasties. From this
source we learn that nineteen capital cities were
founded by descendants of Ikshvaku, viz. Kusa-
wati, Ayojapura, Baranasi, Kapila, Hatthipura,
Ekachakra, Wajirawati, Madhura, Aritthapura
Indapatta, Kosambi, Kanagochi, Roja, Champa,
Mithila, Rajagaha, Takkasila, Kusinara, and
Tamalitti.4 All these were important cities, and
the capitals of considerable states.

From   Patala,   and   neighbouring   ports,   the

1 Vishnu Purana, IV. iv. 385.

2 Mahabharata, Udyoga, Bhagavatyana, p. cviii.   Vishnu
Purana, IV. iv. 378.

3 Mahawanso, Tumour, Intro, xxxv.; Rockhill (Dulva) n ;
Rajavali, Upham, ri. 159.

* Mahawanso, Intro, xxxv.
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